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Grant Bogdanove
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199441181 B&Eh
178cm / 78kg

—You won three gold medals at this tournement. What do
you think about this great result?

| will turn thirty this year and as | have entered the latter half of my
Adult Black Belt career | have found myself pondering what | want
to get done before it's all over. Of course | was very happy to get the
gold medals hut | was really happy to get a championship belt. This
is one of those things that | hadn't done yet but really wanted to do.
Being that I'm not active in MMA anymore | thought it might not be
possible. But when | found out that they were offering belts at SJIF

Worlds it motivated me to train and compete hard. It made my year
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to get that belt and be able to put it in the gym next to our team
trophies and my RIZIN gloves.
—This was the biggest event in Asia. How do you feel ahout
that?
It was incredible. Asia is the most populous continent in the world
and | know its competitors can compete with the best in the world
if they have the right environment. Edison and the SJJIF have really
made a big move in boosting up the sport in Asia. People who
consistently push the envelope are essential to the growth of
the sport and the success of the competitors. It’s exciting to
know that it’s only going to get bigger and better from here.
—What made you decide to registered in this
tournament?
When | found out that a world championship was going to be
held in Japan | knew immediately that | was going to be there.
I'm a competitor. | compete at the hig tournaments. | also
wanted the titles to help advertise the gym. After | retire from
competing the gym will be my main concern so | am doing as
much groundwork as possible to help with the transition when
it comes.
—You didn't compete in the Gi open class. Why was
that?
| wanted to but the way everything was scheduled | would
have had to have competed after cutting weight for my NoGi
Weight class happening later that day. | thought there would
be an injury risk and that it would be too much so | made the
difficult?but in my opinion, right?decision to pull out. Next
time | think the scheduling could be improved so people in my
situation can compete more.
—What was the most memorable match of this
tournement? Also, please tell us about that match.
I had a great match with my QUINTET teammate and friend Shinji
Morito in the NoGi Open class for the belt but | would say the most
memorahle match was the finals of my Gi weight class. My opponent
Go Utsugi did very well in his first two matches and | had heaten him
before but it was a difficult match. This time | came out aggressive
and confident. | was feeling the energy of the crowd. My coach and
former teammates from Kussano Team were there. | finished Go
easily in just over a minute. | have been known as one of the best
in Japan for some time but with this showing | proved that | am
breaking through to the level of competitor that can compete and
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win at the international level.

—What are your expectations for SJIF and ASJJF in the
future?

| expect hoth of the organizations to blow up and compete with the
higgest organizations in the world in coming years.

—What are your goals for the future?

I'm going to compete at Adult Black Belt until I'm 36. | got my Black
Belt at 26 so it just seems like 10 years is a good number. | have
some specific goals but in general | would like to compete and win
and increase my connections in Japan and abroad. | would like to
use my competitive career to open as many windows as | can for the
next stage. | have my wife and daughter and the gym to take care of
too. Life is great. | remember being a purple belt stealing wifi from
a 711to watch QUINTET years ago. | could not have in a million years

dreamed of being where | am now. | am blessed and life is good.
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Grant won the Adult Black Belt Middle and Open Class in No-Gi. He won the middle final against
Korean Jin Woo Kim in final, and open class final against Shinji Morito,won hy2-0.
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Grant did not compete in the open class but only in middleweight division, won his match with gi
with won by toe hold from Go Utsugi in the final match, winning three gold medals in gi and No-Gi.
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Master 1 Black Belt Open Class winner's purse was $3000, and the final match was
between Marlon Godoy from Japan and Rodrigo Caporal, who traveled from Hong
Kong. Marlon, who defeated DJ Jackson in the semifinals, will continue his momentum
with a victory over Caporal in the finals to win the W Gold and the prize money.
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The final match of the Adult Black Belt Open Class, with $10,000
~ in prize money on the line, was between Felipe Andreu and
Xavier Silva. Felipe took the tap against the pull guarded Xavier
with a pass and mount to shoulder lock to win the gold medal
and the prize money.
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Female Adult Black Belt Light Feather was a one match final between Lenora
Matanane and Milena Sakumoto, who changed categories from Master 1. Milena, who
had been suffering from a back problem, took the back from Lenora with a berimbolo
and won by collar choke.
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Like the men's class, the prize money for female adult black
belt open class was $10,000, and the winners of the finals
were Leticia Cardoso, who defeated Carolina Kuwahara, and
Fernanda Cristo, who defeated Lenora Matanane. Fernanda
won the match 2-0 after pulling in and sweep from guard.
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Adult Black Belt Feather finals were won by two WIRE BJJ competitors from Korea,
Cho Jun Young and Yoon Min Ho, who both competed, but instead of a closeout, they
had a friendly match with occasional smiles on their faces, was not tense, but rather
afriendly sparring.
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After an impressive performance, Danilo Hamazaki won the one
match final of Adult Black Belt Light with an armbar, and in his
first match in the open class, he faced the giant MMA fighter
Roque Martinez and won a 10-0 decision. However, he was
injured during the match and had to miss the second round.
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Anthony Cruz was the only one to win a gold medal in the Adult Black Belt category,
which was dominated by foreign competitors. With the enthusiastic support of the locals,
he aggressively attacked and won Adult Black Belt Medium Heavy category, breaking the
record for consecutive Marianas Open championships for a local from Guam.
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Thomas Mitz competed in the Master 1 Black Belt Middle and Open classes, but
unfortunately did not win the gold medal. He was defeated by Rodrigo Caporal in both
the middle and open classes. In 2nd place, he lost in sudden death in the final match

to finish as runner-up, and in the open class, he lost by submission in semi finals to
finish in third place.
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DJ Jackson, a top competitor of yesteryear who now resides in Guam after spending
time as an instructor in Phuket, Thailand, competed in his first Marianas tournament.
He developed his signature steady top game and won Adult Black Belt Middle without
a hitch. Incidentally, he was 2nd place in the Open Class in Master 1.
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Lucas Hirosawa who won Master 1 brown belt open class at Marianas Pro Japan and
earned his travel pack, was promoted to black belt after the tournament, and this was
his debut black belt match. He won one rank and competed only in the open class,
and here he suddenly found himself facing DJ Jackson, who soaked him from the top
and defeated him completely.
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Yoski Suto, who also competed as a referee at this year's tournament, competed as
a safe W Gold with a Master 3 black belt, as his elbow injury sustained this summer
has not fully healed. He won one match final in his class and two matches in the open
class to earn two gold medals, but he was not happy with the lack of prize money.
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The staging of the event was greatly upgraded from this year's
event. Giant LEDs were set up to play the opening video, and at the
opening ceremony, representatives of the participating countries
marched with their flags and sang their national anthems. Before
the Open Class matches, where prize money was at stake, there was
an entrance performance that created an atmosphere similar to a
professional match. An awards ceremony was also held the day after
the tournament, and the players dressed up to participate in the
awards ceremony.
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Ryuki Nakajima (AXIS), who can be called the MVP of this year's
tournament, is still a juvenile, but he competed in Adult event
for the prize money, and won all seven bouts in the Feather and | 3
Open classes won by subs to win W Gold and $1000 prize money.
He is sure to make further progress in the future.
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SJJIF World Champion Sho Saito (INFIGHT JAPAN) had no
problems in Guam, winning Adult Brown Belt Lightweight
division. In the Open Class, he faced Brandon Vera and lost in a
close match.

FINVEEHFN—RS—TEBELIZUAIE -« ¥ Y FINFIGHT TRIR « FHANZ(H—ORFIYBIDRREORVWFREEDLI:
JAPAN) iR % i+ F T— AR BEMO LCBIZOILESL H—FI—0%/BRLLTBD BEAI -V DS|ERATHLDRAA—

WEIFDFEBIR T RYY RO ML BT BEFOFR—TTE, T RRBHDAVEX—2a Y ERBELTTINERIR VTR,
Ricardo Miyasato (INFIGHT JAPAN), the winner of the Adult Blue Belt Rooster, won Gustavo Nakahara (Carlos Toyota BJJ), who excels in guard work using his tall, long
the final match won by armbar. He is a young hope with never stops moving, and he limbs, won Adult Blue Belt Middle with a combination of sweeps, passes, and subs
can also do berimbolo with ease. after pulling in his signature pattern.
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Saki Shibata (Paraestra Tenma), who originally competed as a light feather
competitor but moved up to feather due to the absence of an opponent, challenged Ai
Yoshinaga, whom she lost to at the SJJIF Worlds, to a one match final and won with a
San Paulo pass using a lapella to gain revenge and the win.
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Mao Ueda (Suita Jiu-Jitsu), who also won at the SJJIF Worlds, lost in female adult
blue belt open class final to T'ana, who had won her weight class, and did not win the
prize money. However, she was promoted to purple belt after the tournament and
will now compete in a new stage of competition.
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Rafaela Ayumi (INFIGHT JAPAN), who also won last year, participated in the
tournament for the second year in a row, but while she won the one match final in her
weight class, she unexpectedly lost her first match in the open class. Ayumi was beaten
by T'ana, a 14-year-old yellow belt, and the 15-year-old Ayumi lost to even T'ana.
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Kauan Tanino (Fukuzumi Jiu Jitsu), who was thought to
be the leading contender for the championship based on
his past performance, unexpectedly lost his first match
despite competing only in the open class to make sure he
was in good shape. He injured his knee during the match
and was unable to move as well as he would have liked.
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Ai Yoshinaga suffered a knee injury in a classified match, and although her
participation in the open class was in doubt, she was able to participate after taping
her knee firmly, but was passed guard and lost. She is a top purple belt in Japan, and
will be looking forward to another chance to try her hand again when she is fully fit.
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Brandon Vera, a top MMA fighter who used to be active in the
UFC - ONE, suddenly entered the tournament. He competed
in the Master 1 class and won, and in the Open class he
competed in the Adult class for the prize money, but injured
his ribs in the finals and finished as the runner-up.
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Francesca Lizama (PUREBRED GUAM), Guam's top female competitor, won last year
as a purple belt and this year as a brown belt. There were cheers from the Guam
crowd for her victory over Japan's Renata and Korea's Park Soyoung (OVERLIMIT BJJ
KOREA).
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Renata Harumi (INFIGHT JAPAN), a runner-up last year as a purple belt, competed
consecutively this year as a brown belt. There were no matches in weight class due
to the absence of opponents, only in the open class, but resulted in two consecutive
losses and a losing medal for the third place finisher.
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Tsubasa Morii (free), who has also former RIZIN
fighter, placed 3rd in Adult Blue Belt Open Class. In a
close match after close match, he came within inches
of winning, but ran out of energy in the semifinal
match. However, this 3rd place finish is a great result.
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Kenshin Kumada (AXIS) won Adult Purple Belt Light
and was runner-up in the Open Class. Although he
missed the prize money by one step, he should be
very proud of these two medals. He is still young, so
we look forward to his future success.
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Kentaro Tsutsumi (Tri Force), competing alone from
Japan, won a bronze medal in Adult Blue Belt Feather
division, placing 3rd. A member of Tri Force Gotanda,
Tsutsumi has a long list of accomplishments at
national tournaments.

JIUVJITSUT@DAY | 29



T—/ « A ADBIELT
Impacto BJJDF v XF—L4
BFESRRN6ATHBL. Z
DEBLVMEBTLENIITHE
MEELIBARRTH
DEIWREZERLZ T T
%Impacto BJJOFyXF—
LIZERIYTIS2DFYX
F—LEVSTLLY,

Impacto BJJ kids team led by
Bruno Ishii competed in this year's
tournament with six members, all
of whom won. With such success at
international tournaments, Impacto
BJJ's kids team is one of the best
kids teams in Japan.
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Enzo Yamazato is only competitor in the kids category from Carlos Toyota BJJ, also
won in Teen Green Belt Light. He won by tapping out with a triangle choke followed
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The winner of the Junior Teen Yellow Belt Medium Heavy, Sena Kano, is on a fast
track to an undefeated record with back-to-back wins in domestic and international

by armbar.
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Takeshi Tashiro won Juvenile Blue Belt Light; SJJIF
rules allow orange and green belts to compete in the
blue belt category.
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competitions.
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Isabella Kadoguchi won female Junior Teen gray belt
light one match final and locked in the armbar for the
win.

BEREFAOEBRBIEZ2ARoTIUT S
BB ELEATIEA BHICEoTHIEREL
TWZEEDS,

The Watanabe brothers, Rairu and Rihuu, both won
the Marianas championship. They are still white belts,
but will be active even as colored belts.
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——Quadruple Gold for winning weight class & open class, gi
& no gi. Congratulations.

Thank you very much. I'm really happy, this is my first time at SJIF
Worlds, and | haven't competed much in No-Gi either, but | decided |
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At the SUIF World Championships, he competed in no-gi, which he says he “didn't play much,”
but his solid performance earned him the W gold medal.

wanted to compete in both, so I'm really happy to win.

——Two weeks after the SJIF Worlds, you also won Marianas
Open in Guam for the second year in a row, following
last year.

That's right. This year's Marianas Open was really great.
There were special performances before the finals, the prize
money was higher, and the awards ceremony the day after
the tournament was wonderful.

——In Open Class final, where the prize money was
on the line, was against Leticia Cardozo. Leticia is a
world champion who has won many tournaments.
What was the match like?

| knew Leticia was a very strong player, so | planned my
strategy hefore the match. My strategy was to pull her into
my guard, defend myself well, and sweep her when | had the
chance. It worked out well, and after getting two points with
a sweep, | was able to keep my opponent from attacking me
and won the match 2-0.

—— With this win, | won the championship for the
second year in a row. Will you compete in next year's
Marianas Open?

0f course | will. | will compete again next year and try to win

ACTURERS ORI I

for the third year in a row.

——How will you spend the $10,000 prize money?

| will use the prize money to travel to Jiu Jitsu tournaments.
| would like to continue to participate in many more

competitions and raise my level of jiu jitsu.

——Lately I've been in the U.S. all the time, where are you in
the U.S.?
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Following the No-Gi, she also won the medium heavy and open classes with gi, achieving a two
divisions champion with plenty of time to spare.
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I liveing in Denver, Colorado right now. It's a new gym called “NEW
LEVEL" at my boyfriend's gym. I'm kind of going back and forth
hetween Japan and Denver. | mainly stay in the U.S. and compete in a
lot of tournaments, and when there are hig tournaments in Japan, |
come hack and compete in Japan as well. | have an athlete’s visa now,
so | can stay in the US for a long time.

——So you are already based in the U.S.?

Yes, | am. | moved to the U.S. and live in the U.S. | practice in the US. |
do jiu jitsu training twice a day and weight training three times a week.
I'm already living only jiu jitsu, and | also teach kids' classes.
—What are the differences between Jiu Jitsu in the U.S. and
Japan?

In the U.S,, the practice is more professional or athletic, and in Japan,
there are athletes, but there are also working people, so | think that's
the difference. | would like to continue to be hased in the U.S. and

become a higher level athlete.
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At the Marianas Open, she faced the strong Leticia Cardozo in Female Adult Black Belt Open Class
final and won by defending two points of the sweep, winning for the second year in a row.
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MAg,',éxAS SO7XUDEHLRISLT, LD £ Fernanda won 2 x W Gold in Gi & No-Gi = Quadruple Gold at the SUIF Worlds. She is the strongest
cHamPion  MICZRD7-WEB-TWET, female Jiu Jitsu competitor in Japan.
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——Congratulations on winning the Marianas Open.

Thank you. I'm very happy to get the prize money.

—You decided to compete this tournament on short notice,

didn't you?

Yes, | won the SJJIF World Adult Black Belt Open Class two weeks ago
and won a travel package to Guam. | was able to

N\

bring my family with me to Guam, so it was a great
vacation.

——What did you do for fun in Guam besides
competing?

0f course | went to the beach, did some shopping,
and did a seminar at Figo' / Bonsai, an affiliate gym
of Bonsai Jiu Jitsu in Guam. It was a short stay, but
| enjoyed Guam to the fullest. | can't wait to come
back.

——Marianas Open was the largest ever held,
and the prize money was huge.

Yes, it was. The population of Guam is about

F\VN—NNYNCS4

180,000, which seems very small compared
to Tokyo's 14 million. And yet there were 800
competitors, a number comparable to that of Tokyo,
and it was amazing to see hig names from all over
the world participating on Guam. My finalist, Rodrigo
Caporal, is the World Champion of the World Master,
and he was from Hong Kong this time. | am also from Japan, and
Marianas Open is the biggest international tournament in Guam, and it
is definitely a high level tournament.

—You are Brazilian, but you live in Japan now, right?
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Marlon Godoy won the Adult Black Belt Open Class at the SUIF Worlds and earned a travel pack
to compete in the Marianas Open. He is traveling to Guam for this tournament as an assassin
from Japan.
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In the Master 1 black belt open class semifinals, he defeated DJ Jackson, known as a world
class powerhouse, by takedown in sudden death. Incidentally, DJ currently resides in Guam
and had not competed in a match for a long time.
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He defeated Rodrigo Caporal 8-0 for the win and $3000 prize money in finals . With his victory
over DJ and Caporal, who have a better track record and name recognition, Marlon will be
known as a strong competitor in the future.
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As for how he spent his $3000 prize money, he said, “I've already spent it on shopping! After
the tournament, he enjoyed Guam with his family for shopping and sightseeing.

Yes, | am. | came to Japan in February 2024 and moved with my family
to Iwata City, Shizuoka Prefecture. Now | train and compete as an
instructor at Bonsai Jiu Jitsu in Iwata. | think it was a good decision to
move to Japan because it is safer and easier to live there than in Brazil.
I may go back to Brazil, but for the time being | will stay in Japan.
——There are many Bonsai Jiu Jitsu fighters who are active in
MMA now. Are you thinking about fighting in MMA too?

Well, not immediately, but | would like to fight in MMA someday. Bonsai
Jiu Jitsu has a champion, Satoshi Souza, and a former champion,
Kleber Koike, as well as Marcos Souza and Hiro Yamaniha, who all train
together. In fact, 'm already practicing MMA.

——So you are close to switching to MMA?

Well, when the time is right...l still have to train a lot to fight in MMA,
and | have a lot of teammates' fights right now, so | want to support
them as well.
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Guam is home to Figo' / BONSAI, an affiliate gym of Bonsai Jiu Jitsu, and Marlon also conducted
seminars during his short stay. He is already eager to compete in next year's Marianas Open,
and we look forward to seeing him compete in consecutive years.
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¥BIFIT IR TI00RAY AL BB LIRFICESNBARBRICMZ10BALSEESNET,

#2:200F4 Y MU LERB LISV F U T 1 MOEF A3 &K,
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ASJJF Upcoming Events
2024 Novembher-2025 April

&

DUVAL 2ND ANNUAL COPA DUMAU DE
7 JIUJITSU PHILIPPINE 2024
= Gmall Of Cebu Atrium, Cebu
Philippines
20244118168 (%)

O KINAWE

THE KING OF THE ISLAND
JIU JITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2024

TR T EES
2024%11R238(4)

PR

MANILA OPEN JIU JITSU
CHAMPIONSHIP 2024

Festival Mall Alabang, Manila
Philippines
2024411 830R8(%)

o

KYUSHU
INTERNATIONAL OPEN

JIU JITSU

CHAMPIONSHIP
in KIYAMA

KYUSHU INTERNATIONAL OPEN
JIU JITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2024

FHER BN AAEE
2024%12815H(R)
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Art Philippine 4
Club Flex, Mandaue
Philippines
20244%11/8178(R)

KANTO OPEN
JIUJITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2024

HHE GenAR—Y/SLR
20244118230 (£).24H(H)

CENTRAL JAPAN OPEN
JIUJITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2024

FHE FILRSKEE
2024F 128148 (£)~158(R)

Jhood Devilock Master Cup
2024

FEE NVES—VERFU—F
Urayasu Sougou Taikukan
20244128218(%)



TOKUSHIMA

‘\= 1510
" “TAIWAN

INTERMATIONAL

TAIWAN INTERNATIONAL OPEN

P TOKUSHIMA OPEN JZISZJFI)TSU OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

St LA JIU JITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2024
BER VAV REE
20244128220 (H)

Chinese Taipei
2025%1 8118(1). 12 H(A)

COPA DE
MARIAKAS

e 151 IFR

ER

WINT

IR

TOKYO INTERNATIONAL WINTER
JIUJITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

RE# EEXKMBEHEE
202518198 (H)

2025 Copa De Marianas

University Of Guam Calvo
Fieldhouse, Guam

2025418258 (%)

ASEAN INTERNATIONAL
JZISZJFI:TSU OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

Philippines
2025%2/81H(%)

&

202528948 (B8)
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2025
BRAVIEVTRE BESEREGNE

KOMAIAWA OLYMPIC PARK GENERAL ATHLETIC FIELD GYMNASIUM

A o winaz Promns EREL WA
MARIANAS PRO TOKYO ASIA JIU JITSU CUP 2025
R AR BRAY Sy o NE FBE
BRAV >y o NE (A B 202542898 (R)

2025%2A8H(L)
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ASJJF Upcoming Events

2025 FLIPSPORTS JAPAN
INTERNATIONAL JIU JITSU OPEN

INTERHATICHAL

CHAMPIONSHIP 2

2 F2A23
RS DN EETEH 2025
KRR SRR

BHR EXREEE
2025F28150(L)

y 27

KANSAI INTERNATIONAL
JIU JITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

RBRF RETILEERE
2025%2A23H(R)

JIU JITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2025
2025 F389H8(8H)
EADIREGERE

AICHI PREFECTURAL MARTIAL ARTS HALL
A A Pamenr R CRER wivaz

ASIA KIDS JIU JITSU
CHAMPIONSHIP 2025
BHR EXREEE
2025%3A89H(H)
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XXHcoPA

2025 % 2A168 (B
2 BaWmiEe o
2025425168 (8)

A LIF

DUMAU DE
JIUJITSU 2025

XXII COPA DUMAU DE
JIUJITSU 2025

EHMR 2R HERHE

BrATIGIAN JiB-aFse -
CHABIP 10 RSHIP

8, 2025

MARIANAS PRO NAGOYA
FHE BAMRKELE
2025F3A8H (L)

JIU JITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2025
2025 f£3H39H18)
EAIRFCERE

ASLIF
y AANKED |
N TOURKAMENT B8

AICHI PREFECTURAL MARTIAL ARTS HALL
N Prsmsar TRV WKNGZ

ASIA MASTERS JIU JITSU
CHAMPIONSHIP 2025
BHR EXRKEE
2025%3A89H(H)




KOKU
JITSU

CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

20253 A168 (B)

R TV—RPTIE ASIUFOXRLENE

SHIKOKU JIU JITSU
CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

REBR V1Y a(HEHE
2025%3R816H(R)

CHUGOKU JIU JITSU
CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

AR ZEHREHEEE
202543R8308(R)

P [_
P | RANKING ** % 3

- ASHIF

B e 20 2 T

ASIAN SPORT JIU NTSU FEDERATION

OKYO

INTERNATIONAL

NG Gl

CHAMPIONSHIP 2025

2025 £48198(1) ,208(B) =
RREMEE 2025

R Lo b e AT

TOKYO INTERNATIONAL SPRING
JIUJITSU CHAMPIONSHIP 2025
R BRAVVEvoRE HEE
202548198 (%), 20B(H)

ERR&MEHUTSTHIEH! !

Jiu Jitsu NERD® YouTube
FrrRVTREINATVS
[ZAfT 7Y —Z ] TIEASIIF
DEHEHATBEDRHD—
ERELILHERHFBEA
FolciEEHELTER &
BRI ETRIELTWVWS ET
ZITRALTCVWREHE
BRRITVLICTIT X
WENGEINTHD FRIC
R3ZEDTES,
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